DE,WILLIAM HENEAGE LEGGE

by
Rozamond Prifchard % John Bleach

Dr.Legge settled in Ringmey in 1887 when he vmas in his late twentlies andg
remained here until he died at the age of 52 on § March 18211, He was of a
Derbyshire family, his father being Dr.William Legge of Derhy, and was one of
foury boys - one became a barrister, one a clergyman and one an artist, while
William followed his father by becoming a doctor, in which capaclty he served
the inhabitanta of Ringmer for a guarter of a century, He had also at least
one sister whoe survived to adulthood, His interest in local hiztory may
reflect ancother family influence for hls grandfather, the Rev William legge,
is deseribed in one of Dr.Legge's cbituaries as being an historian, of

Fakenham, Horfolk.

There are people living in Ringmer who 3itill remsmber him, fne in particular,
Miss Ethel Paris, lived very cloze to him when he and his family occcupied 'The
Lynchetts' on the Lewes Road. She recalls that Mrs.Leogge died young (she
died ¢,1801}, leaving the doctor with five children, a bov called Dorﬁer, and
four girl=s, Celia, Daiay, Laura apd Nacomi. A first son had died in infancy.
After their mother's death the children were cared for hy Susan Washer who

also lopked after the home. Susan was much loved by the children,

Mias Paris recalls that thers was only cone bicycle among the children, and a
fire only once & wesk in winter in the room where they practised the piano.
Money may have besn short as Dr.Legge often did net charge his patients enough
to cover hia expenses, Indeed, the recollection of him by Charles Palnter,
of this village, tells of him not charging certaln patients at all, "Coming

home from school one midday, whilst junping a ditch, I fell heavily on my arm

and broke it. Fortunately we had a wvery good doctor in the villags a Dr,
Lepga, ¥y mother took me to hila surgery, he set my arm, put it i splints,
#2nd I went back to school in the afternpon on time. Dr.Legee was very

popular and kind hearted. My parents told me he would furn cut any time,
day or night, and if his patientz were poor they were not charged, Ha
dispensed his own medicines, which was appreciated as it saved walking throe

miles to the chemist in Lewes,”

Dr,.Legge crammed a lot of work into his life for as well as being & busy village

doctor he was an historian and artist, a school geverner, ‘and a parish

councillor, He contribtuted articles on many subjects, with illustrations by

himseld, to a quarterly review, "The Rellguary and Illustrated Archasclogist’
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{1} and, less freguenily, %o other magazines and journals, His interest in
laea) history was perhaps fuelled by his awareness of the passage of time,

In one of hiz articles he writes "fhough 'the waves of the sea are mighty aod
rage ho¥ribly! they are not mowre destructive of the little barks and businesses
of man, than is the ceassless roll of the river of years, hoth to hils memory
and his works. Lt us rescue from oblivion and destruction what we may of

those relics of the paat found stranded on the "hank and shoal of Time'"™, (2}

Many of hiz articles hﬁve a Ringmer interest though not everything that he
wrote about the villepe should be aﬁcepted without question, For esxample, in
his easay ""The Church of Ringmer" (3) he claims that the north chapel was
identicdal with the chantry endowed in 1275 in a beguest made by one Henry,
vicar of Ringmer, Writing in the Bast Sussex ¥ews in July 1912, R.Garroway
Rice suggpested that the north chapel is of the early sixteenth esntury and
was endowed by a beguest of Rohert A'Borowe of South Malling, Robert's will
of June 1535 directa that properiy of his in Lewes should he sold, the procesds
to go to the building of "the chapell that I began at Regmer (siz)". A5 the
architecture’ of the north chapel {like that of the scuth chapel which was
probably built as a result of a bequest by John Thateher in 1528) is of the
early sigteenth century, its atitribution to the late thirteenth century is
not ;cceptable. But this is to cavil - undoubtedly his writings-:.contain-
much that will interest and inform those who are locking into the history of

Ringmer and its neighbourhood.

The local historian 1s often also a contemporary observer and Dr,Legge iz no
exception, At the furn of the century he writes "There iz a remarkable
evidence of the transpoitatinn of the germs of vegetable life to be aseen in
the presence of some of the pretty maiden-hair-spleenwort-fern growing on the
stone buttresses of fhe north fide of the church. As no such fern grows
anywhere else in.-the parish, nor within several miles of 1t, if€s occurrance
may be explained sdither by the converance of its spores from the greensand
neighbourhood of central Sussex, whence the building stone was obtained, or
by their wind-carriage from the northern district™. (d) There is no trace

of the maldenhair fern on the northern buttresszes now.

fpain, in a2n essay called "The Decorative Arts of our Forefathers", (5) he
ineiudes illustrations of two nesdlework samplers, one by Lucy Rebecca Clark
agaed 12 years in 1846, the cother Ly Charlotte Sansom dated 183E, Both these
girls may have been of Ringmer families and, presumzbly, the whereabouts of
the samplers was known to the doctox - does anyone know where they are now?
There are many instaneess in his writines and drawings of seleatad items of his

contenporary surroundings being recorded, and for us in the late twentieth
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century they are an lmportant aspect of his work.

Many of hils essays ars illustrated by his own very capable hand. The
samplers méntioned above, some detailed drawings of internzl features at
Dalves House, and coples of late eightsenth century drawings of Ringmer dhurch
and Middleham House are only & small part of his total output. In the
library of the Sussex Archasnloglcal Society at Barbican House in Lewess are
two albups of his charming pen and ink drawings as well as water colours of
flowers, details of churches, etc | Boes anyone know of any other of bhis

drawings amwt paintings?

Today he is remembered largely through his hobbies of local history and drawing,
During his years in Ripgmer, “however, he was known alsc as a kind and generous
doctor and as & hard working supporter of the then recently formed parish
couneil, He has become at least in part {as he must have known he would) =

victim of "the csaseless roll of the river of years”.

He died sarly in Mareh 1911,  An obitusry appesred in the 'Sussex Daily News'
of March 9, 1t reads as follows :—

"One of the most prominent residents of Ringmer passed away this week in the
person of dMr . William Henesge Legpe, the Chairman of the Parish Counell, His
demise, occurring after a brief illness, will cccasion some surpriszse and cause
deep regret ancng a wide cirele of frisnds in the county and elsewhere, A
guarter of a century ago, Mr,Legpe took up his resldence in the ldeal Bussex
village, whore he had ocoupied himself largely in matters of local govermment,
Latterly, however, he had not engaged 20 prominently in publiec work, though
the promoticon of vwillage institutions always aroused his interest and warm
support, His activitles were mainly directed 1in pushing forward the atffairs
of the Parish Councll, to which he devoted himseli very assiduously and
successiulily. A% an original member of that body he fulfilled the duties of
Vice-Chalirman from 189G to 190%, when he was unanimously slected to the chair
in sucecession to the late Mr,John Porter. He was alsc at one time & member
of the body of Managers of Ringmer Sechool, but waz more publicly known follow-
ing his profeasion as a surgeon and as district Medical Officer and Public
Vaceinator for the Ringmey dlstrict of the Lewes Union. Mr,Legge was of a
retiring eEnd studious disposition, and archasclogy claimed him as a2 devotee,
His wide knowledge asnhd the minuteness of his investigations in this interesting
subrjest enahled him to collect a large number of rare curios with which he
adorned his residence, while he was = freguent contributor to magasines. So
engrosszed was he in this hobby that 1t became almost a passion with him, and
those fortunate encough fo have lnspected hls collection and heard his

descriptions of the various articles enjoyed an experdience hoth enviahle and
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edifying, The removel of ao familiar a figure will be much regreited in the
district, whers his loss will be distinstly fal1. Hiz wife predeceased him

by about fen years."
Referoncas

{12 We are indebted to Mr. and Mrs. Elsden for allowing us to see 3 copy

of "The Religuary and [llustrated Archaeclogist' in thelr possession.

(23 "Dzlves House, Ringmer" in 'The Religuary .....", Jan. 1800.p.1,
(3} *The Religuary .....', Octobsr 15%3, pp.225-37.
(4) Ipid, p.235, '

{5} 'The Religquary ..... ', &pr., 1503, pp.281-51,

Pupklished worka of W.H.Legge

Most of Dr.legge's published work appears in journala and magazlnes. Indeed,
the British Museum Catalogue of Printed Books entera only ohe book under his
name, "A guide te Lewes'", published in 19058, for which his brother, Arthur

Heneage Legge, RBA, provided some of the 1llustrations.

He was a regular contribufor to the Reliqﬁary and Iliustrated Archaeologist
fhereinafter referred to as RIA)}, & quarterly journal thatl appeared in January,
April, July and October, In the decade 1887 ~ 1807 no less than twenty articles
from his pen appeared in its pages, A list iz given below, It is worth
noting that about half of these articles deal whelly or in part with Ringmer

and its environs.

Oct, 1887 "Bgll casting in the seventeenth century”, pp.l193-200,

Oct, 1980 "The church of Ringmer, Sussex", pp,225-37.

Oot, F18599 "The parish documents of Ringmer of the Jecobean and Georgian
periods", pp.217-286.

Jan, 1200  "Delwves House, Ringmer, with some aceount of Gilbert White and his
relatives there residing", pp.l-14,

Jan. 1501 The villages and churches of the hundred of Willingdon™ fpt.l),.
pp. 1-143,

Jul, 180l "The willages and churches of the hundred of Willingden" (pt,2},
pp, 145-57%.

Jan. 1802 "Wilmington: its ancient priory, church, and 'Long Man'", pp.1-10,

Apr, 1902 "Phe forest of the Broyle and the parks of Ringmer' (pt,l}, pp.73-
BEG.

Jul. 1402 "The forest of the Brovle and the parks of Ringmer" {(pt.2), pp.l56-
58,

Oct, 1802  "The parks of Ringmer, in Sussex”, pp.217-32. (This iz a
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aontinuation of the twe previous articles).
Jar, 1903 "Sussex pottery', pp. 1-18,
"The ghurches of Hayling Island”, pp. 70-1. (This is & note on
"low-zide' windows,)
Apr., 1803  "The decorative arts of our forefathers, as exemplified in a
Svuthdown: villagse”, pp. 81-91. (The Southdownh village' 'is
Ringmer, )
Jul, 1803 "The anclent church of Bishopston, in Sussex", pp. 173-85,
Oct, 1903 "On purses; a purse, and a priory”, pp, B1T7-20.
Jan, 1904  "About slmanacs’, pp. 1-14.
Apr, 1504 "4 decorated medimeval roll of prayers", pp. 99-112,
Jan, 1903 "Fragmenta antigquitatis in some Susssex churches”, pp. 1-13.
Dct., 1905 "Glimpses of ancient agriculture and its survivals to—day”,
pp. 217-27,
Jul, 1808 "on Bprott's illustrated chronicle”, pp. 133-84,
Oct., 1907 "The trinity in mediaeval art”, pp. 233-43.

He contributed also s few articles and notes to the Sussex Archaeological
Collections (SACY and wrote part of thes second volume of the Victoria County

Bistory of Susssx (VCH),

3AC wol.d42 (1898 "The low side windows of Sussex churches", pp. 24B-8,
vol. 45 {1902) "Ancient stones found in Ringmer", pp. 34-8,
vol.48 {1208) "Britellus Avenal, rectar of Buxted”, p.170,
vol.52 (1909 "Contents of Ringmer parish chest", pp. 184-8,

VOH wol. 2 {1907} “"Foresiry’, pp. 281-325,

The library of the Sussex Archasological Society at Barbican House, Lewes,
containg a bound volume of articles by him, mostly from RIA, In 15810 it was
the property of Mr.Treherne of 'Merton Cottage', Ringmer - if was presented to
the Society very soon after thils date by an unknown denor, At the end of the
hound papers is a hand written note (by Mr.T.?) headed "Reliquiae Leggaanae
not lncluded in this velume™ and therxe follows.-s list of articlesz and the
journals, etc. in which they appeared. Some of those listed were RIA articles
— these have been checked and are in the RIA 1list above. The othera, which
have not peen checked, are as follows :-
Field Naturalists Quarterly (1904, wol.3) "The natural history of Ringmer”.
Tha bhurchman (1905) "The Archbishops of Canterbury and their connection with
Sussex". (Appeared.in five consecutive parts,}
Gentleman's Magazine (oo date} "The bridge".
Longman's Magazine (oo date) "The hedgs".

Sussex Paily Newa (oo dates) — ' a long serles of mrticles on the churches
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and villages of the Ouse valley',
There are four articles in the volume from unidentified journals
"Sport in the middle ages, in the country of the Southdown Hunt”,
"Three parsons of the past, as seen in their wilis",
"Ancient wills",

"Parson and parizhioner in the eighteenth century”,

This 1list has beon compiled from materizl in the Brighton Reference Library and
the library of the Sussex Archasclogical Society. 1€ does not cleim to be

complete ~ if resders know of other worka by WHL please contact the editors.,

A plea and a postsceript
The plea

In 340 wol.53 (1510) the editor of that journal notes that W.H.Legge of
Rihgmer "has asked me to let it be known that he has a very large collectien
of notes from Court Rolls at Lambeth Palace and elsewhere relating to the
Archbishop's great Manor of South Malling ..... " {p.278) =zod that he would be
rleased to put them at the service of local historians, ete. Doas anybody
know of the whereaboutis of these notea? If you do, John Eay and Jnhﬁ Bleach

would 1like very much to share your knowledge,

The Postscript

pid the doctor's son continue at his father's writing desk in the southern
hemisphere? The Brit.lus.Cat. of Printed Books lists one H, Dormer Logpe as

being the author of two books on Australian eoins, published in Australia c. 1950,

EFditors' Naote

Since the above was written several further memoriala of Dr,Legee have bhesn

discoveresd: -

1. & copy of a posteard he had printed, featuring his drawing of the
memorial to Sir Herbert Springett in Ringmer Church, with & message on
the reverse declining a social invitation on the grounds that he was pre-
ccoupied with the preparation of hiz article for the Victoria County
.Histary. A copy of this postcard iz now represented in the Ringmer

History Study Group's photoxraphic collection,

2. A series of letters written by Dr. Legge to Dr.L,.F,Salzman, relating to
his historical sfudies, pressrved with Salzman's notes, "Unfcrtunately

Salzman's replies have hot been preserved,
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Dr.Legze's granddaughter, still living in Lewes, produced a photograph
of him, which has enabled his identification in many of the photographs
of viligge events in the first decade of the century preserved io the

Study Group'a collection,

Anna Beckwith discovered in the Viilege Hall an =labeorate carved chest
bearing an inscription stating that it had been donated by Dr.Legge fo
the Farish Council. The chest, in a rathey neglected condition, has
been used for some y¥ears for storing props helonging to the Dramatic

Society, It is hopsd that it can ke restored to house the Study Group's

archives.
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